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| 70 ifs Right Reverend the 
"Lord Biſhop" of Flbio beter. ; 


© My Lard, 
MN Onfdening the lan ingſs. Jhate 
PL: gt og ps Wiebe in 
Alf jour Neighbourhood, alinays in your 
Friond/bip, your Lord/bip: will eaſuly beligue 
nes.n0 hittle Comfort tame, that.n this part 
of the Kingdom my Old drguaintanie: a at 
W my Dioceſan, ard ont agoin wy Noigh+ 


"Tr Lond ns. that Gary tbere 
wihing £0866 cd my Aﬀfectaons to 
Jap are 4: ſufficrent J COLON DES: far WS Obedience 
Wk —_ for. 5 .Reaſoo,. I 
At, th. 0845, ROAE WAX: KY/bags 
ip leaſed. command. me, ifir 6: LA on 
| your Vifctation- Sermon, and nam to: fu 
' Þ The Veneration 1 | have fo for your. rg 
| ad Perſon, mhilft3'mr rendy "to obſerve your 
| Pleafure- mn, all Partirulans ; though F mf 
"njeſs zbat 4 in Publr Ying this mean Dif= 


courſe, 


The E piſtle Dedicator 

ab, Ly Bih. j4aR por, Win 
wither Bukrat rofecaoſei thi: [rein 
Cenſortous and I-remder '@ People im the 
World, who are ready to mterpret that as an 
Accuſation, \ which 1s only "Advice'; andy 
catrh.as any rhing't which may ſerve bem as a 


Handle to ſtrike 'at" Clergy=men;" though.th 


thing-be 3nnocent-1n it ſelf, and be untended to 
quite” different Purpoſes. It 1s ſome Satif- Þ* 
talion-to. - that Mm Lordſhip 45 obliged, f 
tn ſome meaſure; 10juſtifie me ';"and thatth Ny 
Faults which ſhall j e drfcootr'd i n theſe.) Pa 
pers, you'bave-nom-made- your own; by cone fivi 
tenanting\of them," anit making them appear 
by your on" Direftions. © What, Fortune fo 
ever this Diſcourſe ſoall find abroad," hope þ 
you\ your\ſeif-will'be plenſed.tv accept 18 ths flu 
ſerond Time,\as fome'( (rag Fs Cos / q Ti ok i 


ys ZDar Tam 

"Your Lordſhips, [Ne 
_ COLMNT Inall Dury and Aﬀeaion, | 
_—OE Ein. Pell ng þ 


I = k } 1 : 
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I Tim. 4. 16. 


OT to diſpute about the Time, when; 
or about the Place, whence, this E- 
piſtle was ſcene by St. Paul; we may 

>", *. obſerve Three Things of the Perſon 

to whom it was directed. . WEE 

- 1. That he was 1ntruſted with the Miniſterial 

(ficeby the ſpecial Deſignation of ,the Holy 

Gioſt himſ-If. - St.” Paul ſpeaks. of Prophefics 

k Jrbich wcne before of him, 1 7m. 1.18. mean- 

ng by Prophecies, Divine Reyclation, whereby 

[imothy was ſet apart for the wark of the Mint- 


by, the particular Call, and inmediate Appoint- 
tent of. the Holy Ghoſt. | For, the conducting 
Souls being ſo great a Work, and: the Mt- 
hiſterial Office ſo great a Dignity, Gad was 
4 Pkaſcd in choſe Times to give, ſpecial Directions 
Dj Divine Revelation, who ſbauld have thac 
- Fehey Truſt committed unto chem. , So, St. 


id, Separate me Barnabas and Saul. for the Work 
i vw ; where- 


! HIig\ 1 . 
(LIES Ss 25 


T tl beed unto thy ſelf, and unto thy Ditiri ” 


ly ; | 4.77.0 wtvual0- Cs R faich St. C. hryſoftom ; Chriſoft, in 


tTi1n.1.18 


'L Bake ills us; Aﬀs 13. 2. that the Holy Ghoſt 


| (>) 
Clem. Ep. whereunto 1 have called them. And. 


ſtituted Biſhops and Deacons by the Spirit's A 
probatfon; and having fetfett Fore-knowle 4 
Pag. 53» (by Revelation ) pemEu Eiyojucty Sox92.07 ( for F 
conceive the' place (hould be'read) they aflietd 
co ſuch as were Ordained, their reſpective Cure 
-:/e.Hif- and Charges Paſtoral. And Clemens Alexanti, 
:4p.23- us relates of St. Fohr in particular, Thar a k 
viſited the —_ Afia, he made Clergy. 
men of thoſe who'were fignified to him by 
Holy Ghoſt. A power of Diſcerning Spirits, 
of knowitig Mens Hearts, was a ſpecial Gift in 
che'beginning of Chriſtianity ; and then, forth: 
moſt part, Men were admitted into Holy 0: 
ders by God's ſpecial Appointment ; which i 
meant' by: the word, Prophecy ; and fo was 1; 
mothy choſen and ſer apart. 
- 2. And yet, Second!y, it is obſervable, that 
z that time 7imothy was but a young man: No 
one of the «5997s, a Novice lately converted to 
the Faith (for he had been ſome conſiderabk 
time an Aſſiſtant to St, Paxl, and a Companian 
in his Travels) but a Young Man in reſpedt 0 
his Age, and in compatiſon of other Governor 
of the Church,. who were generally Venerabk 
not only for theit Holy Lives, but for ther 


©  ” mrs t<lls-us-expreſly, That the Apoliles cor. 


Hoary Heads alſo ; and fo wete ſometimes pro-| | 
miſcuouſ 


n : on... "4s #® ks 
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| (:3) 
miſcuouſly called, -opse2vnen, Elders ; nar be- 


cauſethe fame Authority, but- becauſe che* like 
| Gravity was common to them'all.* :Forthis rea- 


{a St. Paul, who expreſt -a particular,Care-and 
Tendcrnefs for this chis. Son. Timothy, was" in a 


ſþccial manner concern'd, that no:'Man' might 


3. As young as Timothy was, he was plac'd at 


Epheſus, as inchis Epiſcopal See. Auſebins gives it 


us as 'a-receiv id Tradition, That he: wasi che: firſt: 
Biſhop of that City ; the Fathers at the Counal 
of Chaſcedon regkon fo too; and indeedithe two 
Epiſtles of St.,Paz/to him, wherein he was durect- 
&d;to govern .the Church, to. order Church- 
matters, to Ordain Elders, and even to Judgc 
and Cenſure them, do very plainly import, ithac 
he was inyeſted with the Epiſcopal Authority ; 
though it was »wlzewm ms (to.uk the Expreſſion 


of Ignatius the Martyr concerning Dama, 'who 


yas a Young Man, and a Biſhop too ) the Qrdi- 
nation of a Young Man, Ordination granced 


before the uſual time, by rcaſon of his ſingular 
Merits, | 38 

.\ This, by che way, ſhews, that in the very be- 
ginninz of Chriſtianity, the Epiſcopal Power and 


Office was a diſtin&t thing trom. that. of Preſ- 
dyrers,, and Superiour.to it. For. if thac were 
true, which ſome wouldimake; us. believe, that 
bir -D 2 an 


(4) 
.ari cquality' of Power-didoriginally belo 
All Miniſters of: the Goſpet:;: atid that it mee 


.Ages;theScnior Probe was'wort'of 'coutſer þ 
ſucceed in the Precedency over:the reſt, and yy 


:called: Biſhop-by* the*Courtefic of the Col 
though he'was noimoretin-Power'than like: 


Chairman of an Aſſembly ; [ ay,*1f it had ben | 


- anciently and originally thus, 1t is not like 

:'that ſo.young a Man as 7; imothy would We 
been dignified with the Preheminence! before 
his curn.:;; 
\ But:not to digrefs. Theſe things; my Rev 
.rend Brethren, I have briefly obſer v'd, "that al 
mayſce what great Reaſon Se. Pax! hadgo dirid 
 Zimdthy, how he ſhould. bchave' hnniſelf in the 
| Houſe of God,':which-is the Church of che Li 
.ving God, the Pillar. and Ground of Truth, to 

uphold and fo DAogs It, and to- exhibit | ir to the 
Wo 

He, who! was called tothe wdighty Office & 

Saving Souls, by the particular directions of the 
Holy Ghoſt: He, who was made ' one of the 
Angels of the Church, and had a con" derable 
part of the: Roman Empire for his Dioceſs : He, 
who. was to expect ſo much'Contempr and Op- 
poſition on all hands, and in his Youth was to 
encounter -with. the moſt formidable Wolves: 
: He, who was: co. endure-ſo many _—_ 
a 


CC .,, 
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5] | (5s) | 
and was to yenture all in the 'moſt dangerous 
Titties, and 1m the moſt Idolatrous' and} Cor- 


| rupt Place: He, who was to light many Families 
| of the Farch co Heaven, and was accountable 
| for his own Soul, and: for many thouſand Souls 
| befides: "He, who had no Comfort to-depend 


upon, but the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience 
to bear him up in that His day, and1n the day 
of God : He had the higheſt reaſon; to-look ve- 
ry careſully' ro -Hiis Steps; to make it his only 
Stady, how to Preach well, and to Live beter ; 
and to endeavour by all poſſible means of whol- 
ſom Inſtructions, and an holy Example, to an- 
ſwer the Ends of his high Calling ; I:ſt, when 


he had Preach'd to others, he himfclt ſhon!d 


become a Caſt-a-way. 

St. Paul therefore being uncertain when he 
ſhould ſee this young Labourer again, whom he 
had pur lately into the Vmeyard, ſent him, by 


Lerter, divers neceflary Inſtruttions for the duc 


ferformance of tus great Work : Thar he ſhould 
keep Faith, and a 200d- Conſcience; that he 


kould ſercle »the'publick- Service of God, who 
was to bes his-Labouts ; that he ſhould ordain 


{Blameleſs Miniftry, to affiſt him in his heavy 
Employment; that he ſhould provide againſt. 


ducing Spirits ;- that he-ſhould be an Fxample 
wBclieyers; char he ſhould'give Attendance to 


Reading, 


"I, 
Reading, and not negle& the. Gift which had 
been given him by Prophecy ;. and divers fuch 


like DireCtions more: All which ſeem.co be ſum: | 
-med up bricfly in theſe few Words, 7 ake beed | 


wnto thy ſelf, and unto thy Dofrine. " 
| Which,Admonition doth, indeed, principally 


concern ſuch Church-men as 7imothy was ; ſuch | 


as move 4n the higheſt Sphere, ſuch as caſt xhe 
moſt powerful, and the moſt ſpreading In. 
fluence : But yet we who arc of a ſubordinate 
Rank, ſhould look upon it, as bclonging, in a 
great meaſurc, unto us alſo. For, though wc 
muſt not.uſurp thatAuthority and Honour which 
is the Right and Propriety of our Fathers, yct 

are we (trictly bound to take our ſhare of thy 
Duty and Burthen which is common unto us al, 
And that this Admonition may be of the better 

uſe to us, for God's ſake, let us, with all poſlibk 

Care and Diligence, obſerve both theſe-Caveats 
init. 1. Let-us take heed -unto our {clves, z 

that which chiefly. concerns our own Souls : Lt 
us fee that our own Lives be ſuch as do become 

Miniſters of God, and Preachers of Righteoul: 

neſs. 2. And,then, Let us take .hceed unto our 

Doctrine too, as that which concerns the Squls 

of our Hearers: Let us ſee that it be ſuch as may 

. have a good (Jafluence upon them, and may 
ſerve cficctuallyto build chemup coo 1n the = 
G | oly 


(7.17 
koly Fainh. Thcſeare the Parts of che Text, and 
of our Duty ; and if we do perſevere in a duc 
Care of cheſe rwo Things, if we'excrcile our ſclyes 
in them with Zeal, and employ our Time upon 


| them with Diligence, we. may hops, notwith- 


ſanding all Diſcouragements, that, by the Grace 


| andBlefſing of God, we ſhall ſave our ſelves, and 


chem chat hear us, 

Firſt, Let us take heed unto our ſelves, For we 
read as it we were walking upon the very Ridge 
of a Church, where every Step we take is both 
viible and dangerous ; there 1s a Precipice on 
each Hand, and there are Eyes all round abouc 
us, and ſome too that may long to ſee us fall. 


1h this Caſe we cannot be too cautious; and our 


only ſure Way is, to /et our Light ſhine ſo before 
Men, that they may ſee our good Works ; to be Ex- 
amples to them, whether they will or no, to do 


' our Part however ; and by our Prudence, Picty, 


and ſignal Verrue, to cut off all Occaſion from 
ſuch as ſeek Occaſion againſt us. There is not a 
more odious, a more hurtful Creacure in the 
World, than an Unconſcionable and Scandalous 
Ckrgy-man: One that holds a Taper behind 
him, co light all Men but himſelf : One thar 
over-looks chart Hell, which he pretends ro ſhew 
others: One, whom neither the Senſe of God's 
Honour, nor the Dignity of his Sacred Fun&tion, 

| nor 


(8) 
nor the Intereſt of Religion, nor;the DiCtates of 
Natural and Enlightned Conſcience, nor the Pre. 
ciouſnels of Souls, nor the Sham<cfulneſs of Sin, 
nor the Terrors of a Judgment-day, can be fufh. 
cient co bring to a ſerious Conſideration of his 
Duty. Nor is any thing a greacer Diſcredit. to 
Religion, than thatfuch an unhallowed Mouth 
ſhould blow the Trumpet in the Sanctuary ; or 
that ſuch Salt ſhould be uſed about the Sacrifices 
of the Temple, as 1s more noiſom and unſavoury, 
than what 15 taken our of a Dunghill. Ic 1s in 
poſſible to expreſs ſuch a Man's Guilr, or thc In- 
juries and Miſchict which com.'s to Religion by 
it. One ſuch Clergy-man doth the Church 
more harm, than perhaps Twenty others may 
beable to do it good, by all their Cares, Pains, 
and Watchfulneſs. | 

I would not have any uncharitable Man 


hope, that my Deſign is to caſt a Stone ar any 


Reverend Perſon here. No, my Brethren; my 


purpoſe is, bur to rake the modeſt Freedom of a 
friendly Remembrancer; te repreſent that to 


you, which.is in your own Religious Thoughts; 
co ſpeak your own Senſe, or ſomething near, 


<6ugh it be below it; and;to lay before you 
-fomt of -thoſe Conſiderations, which 1 am ob» 


lied to belicye,” you your ſelyes arc carctul to 
wp EE | 
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(5) 
. Us. then take heed unto our felyes, I be-' 
ys: you; i. Qt QA 1k 197 14753: 
{ 7, For the Honour of our Profeſſion. I need. 
| nottell you how full the Ancient Chriſtians were, 
| and (even profuſe in. their Encomiums of the. 
! Þ Prieſthood, and how high they ſetiit ; ſome of 
i them comparing the Sacerdotal, with the vet 
7. Regal Dignity. Ir was yenerable in thoſe 


” | Times of Picty, and Chriſtian Simplicity : And 
” | though ſome went, too far in their Notions and 


2 Þ Expreſſions concerning this: Matter, yet ſo fan 
" Þ wc hould, all of us, magnifie,our Office ('inthis 
" | &nſe ) as to count it no ſmall-ching,: that the 
/ God of -Jſrae/ hath ſeparated us; fromthe Con- 
(earn of Iſrael, , to-bring us near.co-himſelf; 
todo.the Service of, the Tabernacle ofthe Lord ; 
* I xMes told. thoſe Sons ofi Levi, Exod. 16: Ot 
the whole Maſs of Mankind, noneare ſegregated 
tobe ſo near unto God,  as:the Piſpenſers.ot {his 
Word and Sacraments ;.and therefore. ey; ate 
aled, by way ef peculiar) Approbation,, ths 


a 7 


&tyants, the Miniſters, the Stewards, the! Ant 
affadors of Gad.., The Walhiogsand Linctions 
5 Funder che. Law; andthe Impoſition of; Hands 
' [nder; the :Ggſpe], wereſo many Rites 'of Gone 
erating and Separaing Men to the ſpecial-Ser> 
| ['&50t God; and this State of. Separation; 

al hecreby: Mani of 
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BE 


(1) 
Holy Things become, after a more peculiar fad 
eminent manner, Holy wnto the Lord. * 
ſhould we,” after all chis} 'defile ou?! ſelves with 
the Pollations of: the World,” or have inyFel 
lowſhip with the. Works of 'the Fleſh, and the 
Works of Darkneſs; ' what ſhould *we' do, but 
defecrate the'thing' which was ſolemnly halloy: 
ed, and bring- our Souls under the intolerablc 
Guile of Profanation and Sacrilege ? Conf. 
der, 1 beſeech you : Such as ought to be theUk 
of Conſecrated Things, ſuch ought to*be' the 
Converſation of 'Conſecrated' Perſons ; as'tht 
one is to. be facred, fo the other is to be hoh; 
We condemn thoſe who did formerly ſet up 
Heathen- Idols' in Chrifttan Churches, 'as Fallin 
the Apoſtate 'did : We abhor thoſe: who'd 
t tho Blood of Toads ' into the holy Cy: 
ices, and ſuch other abominable Mixtures; s 
Epiphanius ſays the Grefticks did : We dereſt th 
Memory of thoſe, who, in Times of Perfection, 
dcliver'd ap the! Holy Bible to be burnt, as tit 
Traditorts did; and threw the Holy Sacrament" 
Dogs; as Optatas fays the old Deratifts did : And 
whac ſhonld we think of our ſclyes,* if, after tit 
folemn Dedicatiori of 'our Souls 'and Bodies 
God's Uſe, and tothe Miniſtration of Hoh 
Things, we ſhould proſtitute our own factec 
Charactcr, and abandon our ſelyes to rhecom 


mon , 
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— 
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( 18 ) 
mon Luſts and Impuritics of the World ? If any 
| Man defile the Temple of God,” him ſhall Gol Fd 
fhoy 3; for the Temple of God is holy, faith St, Paul, 
8 3. 17. This Temple we of the Clergy are, 
{er a peculiar manner; and ſomething more 
And what ſhall not we deſerve, if we ſhould' de- 
file our ſelves, where Temple, and Prieſt, and 
Altar, and Sacrifice ſhould meet in One? Be» 
| fdes,, we ſee with Sorrow how low our Profeſ- 
* fl fon is ſank'in the Eſteem of ſome People ;. nor 
ie there any Way to redeem the Honour of it fo 
ie eff:ctually, as by that Gravity, and Exemplary 
a Vertue, which are the proper and certain Means 
Tf of adorning it. Yeu know the Story it Foſe- 
phus, of Alexander the! Great marching to Ferz- 


55 T7 Ra TY I” ARA. 


ſatem, when he ſaw the Prieſts meeting him in 
their Robes, 'and Zaddus the High Prieſt 11 his 
Pontifical Habit, and with a Golden Frontlert on 
this Mitre, wherein the Name-of God was writ- 
ty the! King, though cenrag'd at Faddus, was 
þ'ramed: by Natural Conſcience, -and by the 
Natural Senſe he had of Religion, that he pre- 
{andy did Obeyſance co God's Name, and'ſhew- 
WiReverenceito the High Prieft for God's fake. 
Jaddxs. took great heed to himſelf ar thatfrime: 
And truly, my Brethren, we cannot cake 'a ber- 
ter Courſe to ſoften the Spirits of ſome wild and 
troubletony Men :in'the World; than'by 1-tting 
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(_ 32 ) 


them ſce'what wehave of Godaipanus;' andy 
ſhewing them, [not the bare Name,: but the Tee. 


feftions of God, thoſe charming Vertues which | 


reſemble the PerfeFtians ;and Glorics of ctheÞD; 


vine Nature; and which are-the true and: lixch 
Characters of the Divine Nature.' This (if amy Þ 


thing.) muſt needs: command Revyerence fron 
Men of Senſe ;- I dare ſay, will command it from 
all, who have a Senſe of Common, - Moral Vet 
Tue, though they have very little of - Revealed 
Religion. © 


2. Let us, I beſeech you, take heed to ou 


ſelves, not only to adorn' our Profeſſion, bit 


that we may be uſeful and beneficial z i 


Though our great Buſineſs: be like our bleſſed 
Sayjour's, to-go-'about doing. Good, eſpecidlh 
to thoſe unto whom -we are ſent; yet may 
times, and in many, places, it is a vcry harl 
matter to do it, though we uſe our utmoſt Er 
deavours ;. becauſe it is no cafie matter. to pet 
ſuade Men, eſpecially ro their Spiritual Good; 
a thing which doth not fall-under the Invitation 
of their Senſes, as their. Worldly Intereſt doth 
[Though we 70il all the Night (as he ſaid, who 


Was afterwards made a Fiſher of Men ) yet 


Ny times we take - nothing, anicis it be Weeds, 
which, comparatively, 1s as good as nothing. 
But I conſider what the Lord faith to: his Die 
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'( 13 d; 
o15 at Sea,” Fob-2\, 6;..Caſt the rNet on the Right: 
Side'of the Ship, and' ye ſhall find; and then they: 


| pee not: able to druw it for the multitude of Fiſbes: 


This is often our:Caſe ; we take nothing, when; 


| fot want -of Advertency, we caſt not: on 'the 
| Bghc Side : But when we do- that, our La- 


bours arc ſucceſsful. But if a Man be unskil- 
ful,;ior utterly unmindful of his Buſineſs ;; cares 


not what he is; : nor-whac he docs ; how-can:he 
hope to ſpced, on which Side ſoever he caſteth 


| hsNet? How can he expect that God will hear 


his Prayers, or bleſs his Pains, or in any meaſure: 
proſpcr the Work which he doth not duly. re 
gard himſelf 2; The nature of the thing. will not 
alow.him-to expect it, becauſe.People are more 
apt to: be influenced by Example;: than by-In- 
ſtruction ;-ithe; one is more obyious, and ſinks. 
deeper than the other : And a good Sermon is. 
bf; ard fung back; upon. a, Man's, Face, when 
hs Life 15. ixreligious. . But if Que-People fee-us 
qur.{clyes expres the- Power of Godlinefs;] they 
wil be the more apt/to count it a ſerjous thing, 
and the more capable of receiving, holy Impre(- 
fon from 1s; 1; It chey;ſce us diligently. atrend- 


ig the /Workhip of; God, grave, zcalous, and 


&yvour at Prayer, 'they will be the miore readily 
alur'd to-lift up. their own Hearts, and to-ſer 


air Afﬀcctions.on-Things aboye... If, they ſee 
«$9175 IN . 


(14) FT OY 
in us that Himilicy, that Mecknef, that Þþ 


» 
A © 


tience, that Charity, that Peaceableneſs of Ming 


and thoſe other. Vertues and: Graces which we, | 


would form '1n their Hearts, and which are 
amiable in the ſight of God and Man; if, I fo! 
they behold: the Beautyrof. chem in us, they ic/ 
be the more caſily follicited ro the Love and 
Pra&tice of them. In ſhort ; By God's Bleſſing, 
our good: Examples | will not be: loft,” 'rhoug 

our  Exhortations may, what :Diſcouragements 
ſocyer we may meet with in our great Under: 
taking ; how deaf or diſtemper'd ſoever the 
People may: be; with whom we haye'to: deal; 
and/how little ſoever our Hopes may befor the 
preſent, - the-Innocence and Strictneſs' of 'our 
Eves will, 'by God's Grace; one time-or'othe, 
eftectually work upon them 'To be! ſure, 'we 
ſhall have this grear Comfort upon our Death 
beds, that we have a&ted as became Conſciet 
ious and honeſt Paſtors ; when cheir-Comfott 
vill be very'lictle, to'conſider, that we havelth 
them without Excuſe. Whateyer their Cot- 


denaination' may be,” for Ghrift his fake, let w | 


take” heed ' that we be not/gailey-of 'that which 
the great Exemplar of / Bolijiefs laid © to the 
"Charge of the Scribes arid Phariſees, Matth.23. 
-They bind heavy Burthens, and giizvous to be bort, 
and'lay them- on other Mens'Shoilders ;-' but they 


them- 
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thenfelves will wot move them. with one of thee 


Fingers. 0. L094 0 
| . :9-:Theſe Con 


Y trations, my Brechren, *affec&t 
the; Conſcience, and we. know our ſelves i'ob- 
led in point of Conſcience, to take heed unto 
aur {elves upon:theſe-Accounts..:, Give'me . leave 
wadd in,the. exe place, thariwe muſtirake heed 
t6;one. ſelves. rd. point of Pradence 200. | Vulzar 
Fepple arc not wont to conſider the Conſequen- 
g&.01; things, but we ſhould ; we ſhould look 
forwardo in all - Caſes, . and : cvermore: confider 
yhat will follow. if we be carclets' of our ſelyes, 
gnd unmindful of our Duty : We ſhould lay 
fiery! thing to- our Hearts before-hand. + And 
whaticlſe, I beſeech you, « will: be che 'Conſe- 
quence, :but this ;. that we ſhall: ſcandalize'our 
Fnends, gratific our -Enemies, bring upon ene 
another a. common Reproach, and in the-End. 
epaſe. our whole Church. to. God's. Jude 


ments ?-- 5:4 7130 106 [1 (31644: $83 7 695 071 

::God bc bleſſed, notwirhſtanding Faction and: 
Vice,” thereare great Numbers of good People, 
who love the Ways of this our Sir; eſpecially 
where the Feet. of: thoſe who: preach Salvation 
ynto-it, arc beautiful.. When chey ſee (as it 
Fas ſaid of -0riger )'an admirable Harmony be-- 
tween the Doctrine and Life of a Clergy-man ; 
when bc 1s cur rexel, 1G: helvxOc, aver 2. 
MALES ap©c 
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( x6 ) 
&;Os #-3+Zwics, as St. Chryſoftors ſpeaks, -a Reprs 
ſentation and Picture of good Living, -andizh 


animated: Pandect: of: the :Laws of: Religion, | 


then-is the Church's Face amnble indeed, . inthe 
Eyes of all her: Friends; and then 'cyery good 
Man, - though he be illcerate, hach the ſame Ar- 
oumcnt;to: offer for) our:Church, that was as 
ciently uſcd. in-deferice of Chriſtianity, viz. the 
good Lives of the Profeſſors and Preachers of i 
And this is ſometimes a more ready way to cots 
vince and-confirm People; than Dint' of Diſpy: 
ratian.- But: when they who fthould be Patterhs, 
blog their own'Copy, how can we hope to (ee'h 
good Traricript? In ſuch a Caſe: we ſhould 
diſcourage even thoſe that: love: us; we ſhould 
ake:them:aſhamed-: of thoſe: Aﬀections whith 


they:ſee ſo: ul placed, and of that Confidente 


which'they repoſe in Men, fo contradictory'ts 
themſelves: And perhaps too. we.may occafſioh 
ſome ſecret Jealouſie in our beſt Friends; thit 
we. our felycs are not-perſuaded. of the Tertors 
of - the Lord, 'when we'expreſs 1o little :Appre- 
henſfion and: Fear of them. 1 11 0: 077 
-.-.:Nor is this all :»For any: Man::may.ſce:how 
many there arc in the 'World that look upon: us 
with an infidious Eye, and; watch for:our Halt 
Ing.>. Sothat berween Irreligion,. and” Superſti- 
ion, and Hypocrifie, we. ars-:ftull ———_ 
IS n 
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kad what -an/atceptable thing! would'it 'not be 


| tofuch; ro diſcovery Flaws imthe Lives! of a 


Clergy, whoſe very Vertues they hate? And if 
ye would ſtand only upon our own-juſt Defence, 
nothing can be a greater Satisfaftion' or Security 
to us, mo 7 take: . heed unto! our: i: ſehves ; this 
being a'ccrtain Way for us to keep a Conſcience 
yoid of Offence both to God and Man, and even 
towards our Enemies. And'tis no” inconſider- 
tble parc-of Chriſtian Prudence, to cut off all 
uſt Occaſion of 'Quarrel,eſpecially where Men 
keck it'4 and to'minifter no" Grounds: of Scandal 
nan uncharitable Age, whenScandals are apt to 
bawaken, whether they"be:given, or no. What 
munncr of Men ought wetobe, when'even our 
Kighicouſneſs, and'our good Works are arr Eyc- 
fore? When Men will not be'fo.juſt as 'to' par- 
dons.( at leaſt ) our. Vertues, 'we- cannot expect 
ty will be ſo mercful”as'to forgive : us our 
Vices, '. Let us- therefpre betrave our ſelyes wich 
wch'Caution, thavif:Men will malign:us, they 
may hate us for no other Cauſe, bur for that we 


as: Miniifters' of True-Religion ; and then we 


ned not be aſhamed, or diſcouraged, becauſe 
tv32upon that fole:Account- that the World 
lated our very Lord and Maſter before us: 

Fo this, lerme add, that we ſhould take heed 
wourſelves in defence of _ Common —_— 


(x8 ) 
fot that always ſuffers by-tho-Miſcarriagtes bfy 
whoſe Immoralitids fome will be ſure to lay 

that they may defameall the teft,, whoſe Very 
and Metits theywill asſurcly conceal. You khey 
how, in the early; Times of Chriſtianity, che Im 
pictics of the S:mburens redourided: to the preju 
dice of the whole Chriſtian Cauſe; thofk Wy 
then, laid eo the:Charge: of the whole:Ghudg 
thongh ('as fin Martyr; ko his Apotegy, al 
vs;)- chey, had aoching common with chem, by 
only the general Namic of Chriſtians. And6iy 
is with us atthisDay: Let one of our Membaſ® 
faffer w-his Reputdtion, and:( though it bew IN! 
0 que 1n-this: Senſe, :the whole: Body ſhbillf 
{utter with hin,. yet) "tis uſual for the Reflexaſſ® 
and Scandal to paſs upon all, without Diſcun{® 
nation ; -the Gunlty and Innocent arc flain dog n 
ther : Ahd fac cones tepak, thac both thei 
jary whichever) particular 'Glergy-man ſatu 
by xt s of great Goncernment, :and: the Darſ® 
mage: wich rhe: 'Publick ſuſtains £60-;:1s 1198 Wy 
parabk. 24U6,4730 1D IG LILATE <.' 07 bar: 
' Par maatect; of; Scandal 'i8 melt che gre ff 
thing to be tonfideted., though thae be miſ® 
'great : There-is ſomething :of a higher; naurf®? 
.yet. Since "Ephraim 'is -againft Mandſſeh; candh® 
* Manaſet|* 


P.A”> RB = one tmct 5 wc 


(1g) 
agaiaſt nals, and, both ARR 8 
"ll +1 +a 'Gake | very: Rt 
rt, | cu: Sins 28d Negledts God —_—_— be 
«| apaipſtus All. - We bave norcaſon;robe gonfi- 
that God.wall Hoey that Candlalic —_ 


pe yo. his Hand, who& Tap 
ok due Light : And it 15 obſervable = wher] "we 


ES in Apoc. 2.49 3. (0 on of Admonicions 
and Threats, were ſent to the Seven Churches of 


| 4fs, they were direed{pecially ro the ſeveral 
'N kepels:(or Biſhops) of chaſe Churches (and, in 
Balprobability, 7imothy was then one of them.;) 
I Which intimates ;tous, that it liech yery much 
bl a:the Miniftry of any Church, cither to Pre- 
wI*%. or.to further arid helpan hoſe diſmal Ca- 
wicies, which are IQ rs 
6and Jirabgion.' : Ther ao: Brethren, 
inGod's Honour lake, _- Aut rity and 
ol maQter wie have; for our Fellow-C :hriſtiags 
1 i whom Charity abligerk us.t0. regard, as 
is 8upan our :Right [Hand ; for; the, Fareh 
f which as once, forall, delivexedauoto. the 

wo ſints far che Kingdom!s fake, in.the:Prolpen- 

oy w [9 od Peace whereof every particular Man's In- 
aft is bound-1up,; for 5h. Churches Sike, 
tod rhichss the Morhct of.us all,- and:whom we arc 
re#w0und 86, Obey, Hangur, and; tf need tequares, 
{obo Victims Gr -Uponall theſe accounts, lec 


fell 2 us, 


TH LITTHaA 


—_— 


( 2o ) 
us, the Clergy of this Church, give all-poſlibl 
diligence; "that:we! 'rHay7be! Þlameles-arid/uny 
provable; thitwe' be/Exemplarsof Verruc. ani 


Holineſs to! thoſe, whom 'God hath fetus: over. 
that we watch for their Souls, 'and that we may 
Eae:206:0neC Office, and give alt account: all 


with Joy." _OgON IG0 21.3; S 


And belore I hur\ up! this ping) 1 beg lea 


to recommend briefly to our common Chriſti 
Care, theſe few particulars. 


1 $4.1 That we'oftem peruſe and conſider {| 


'olafly, choſe Sokmn-Promiſes and 'Viows whid 
we made ar-our: Ordination'; and: look up 
them as ſuch Sacred Tyes, 2s are'notito bear 
fwer'd, but by 'oarfaithful Performances, ay 
our utmoſt Catesarid "Labours to! thi laſt ga 


ofus by the” fame'Rule; and to wird the- p I 
thing, and to be knit together, like Brethia 
in an'nviolable bond-of Love and Friendſhip 
one arlother ; : atid:alb of 0s,” co be-inſcparad 
- united in due Aﬀection arid Obedictice, to'vt 
Learned-and Conſcientious Diocelan. | : ' 
© | 3. That we feed the Flock of God, not in 
 filehy-Luere; Þur-of aircady:Mind; out of 2 
>Honeſt Heartriand a pure Conſcience; arid th 
we'make otriCharges throughly ſenſible ( is 
: can) thatwe At upon Ptidciples of Conſce 
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( 21 ) 
andout of ſincere Loye and Charity to them; 


nd:;becauſe the Love of our common: Saviour 
conſtrains us. +St..Chryſoftome hath well'obſerved, 


| that - when our Lord ask'd: Peter: whether he ad ripe 
| Loved bim, and commanded him to Feed his "* 
| Sheep; 1t was not, that he might find out Peter's 


.Aﬀettions to himſelf (for he: knew his Heart) 
but that he mighe ſhew-his own- Aﬀections iand 
Love to his Church; and that he might Teach 
all Miniſters of the Goſpel, co expreſs the fame 
:Aﬀections to. his Church, by. op own blefied 
Exaroplc: j 

| 4-.That 1n-the diſcharge: af our AGaifterial 
Qffice tor Love fake, we apply our care and 
-pa1ns, As.1t, 18 moſt ſucable ro particular Mens 
[Neceflicies; Infirudting the: Ignoranc;; affiſtmg 
the Infirm, viſiting »che -Sick, comforting. the 
AfMictcd, admoniſhing Evil Doers ;\1n Meckneſs - 
inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe us, compaſſionate 
to-the Needy, Paticat and Mercitul to Enemues, - 
.Candid towards: the ; Pun nnd Juſty Kind, 
Friendly, Gentle, Charitable, and d- Tetiderly 
Aﬀccted towards all. - 
5. That God may proſper they great Work' In 
-ouri-Handsz-1t 1s to be withr, that. we; wauld- 
daily open he Doors of.our Churches) :and in- - 
Vite our-Pariſhioners:ro meet usthere:conſanely, . 
for the Solemn Celebration of God's _— | 

ere. 


( 22) 
There amainpart of our Buſincſs lies, -to Cats 


chiſe Youth, co Adaunifter the Sacraments 'of 


Chriſt's Body and Blood, and wich one Mowh, 


and one Heart, to invocate the Goodneſs:of | 


God for a Bicifing upon us all. And the oftner 


+ - theſe thingsare done, the mare ſhall we and our | 


_ es be fixtin a courſe of Virtue and Picy; 
ks more. will their Hearts be knit to us, 
As — our Hearts to them. 
6. To which let me, I beſcech you, add, with 
out Offence, that we. uſe. the Prayers of the 
Church, with that Reverence, Decorum,-. and 
Zeal, which:is ſaitable:to fo ſokmn a | Service, 
The Arguments againft our. Common Prayers 
arc trifling, and will appear fo:every day mote 
and morc;: ifweour: ſclves do ibut recommend 
zthem:to arhers, by  ourown'iDevetion.  *Tis 
thc{lubbcring of them over; after a naſty, cold, 
and uncouthmanner ; and ſometimes, -with-an 
aiteaed andungra xcctul Tone (Voice-I cannot 
fo'iwel} call it): = thisi that has made our Set- 
wicd-Book .contemprtible among ſome People, 
who conſider not the ExcellentComexture, and 
che: True Chriftian-Spire whichis1n the Prayers 
ithemſclves...: iAgdiwe ſhall be che imore roblame, 
-if. weeakeomor:heed ito :gomioye this Objettion, 
þ re—ormyony ne we our own:Moutts, 
Droatly then;'we ſhould be-earctul'co _— 
VL Public 
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Pablitk Prayers withthat Geavity-and Concert'd. 
as; with that Thoughtfulneb and: Debberation,; 
with that Attention Rn Prefence of Mind; and 
as:1f we 'were ta 
giveup the Ghoſt the next bead! And were all 


| of us but Zcalouſly intent upon this, I dara ſay 


there would 'be no ne<cd of further Argnments 
or Oratory, to beſpeak the Aﬀections of People 
to our Service, -or to render it Venerable. 
Secondly, I beg the excuſe of. this Reverend 
Aſſembly, chat I have been ſo''particular and 
x upon the former part of my Text, of 
taking heed to our ſelves ; becauſe it is indeed the 
Principal thing ; that which is a moſt neceſſary 
ingredient to make our Doctrine operative and 
effectual ; and conſidering, that what hath 
becn ſaid alrcady, = _ up yr than 
Ithought it would have us, I mult difpatch 
thisnext ching NO FR TT} Toke beed un- 
to. thy Doftrine. 
'I muſt not take:the Confidence here; todire&: 
this Learned Body ; and 'yct there ate ſonac 
to be borrowcdof-iSr:.Paud, whichrmay 
beof very great uſe te us all; though Minifred 
by the uawarthicſt Hand. - 
x. Firſt, That our Doctrine be "al ia: Ne 
wrally tcndeth to- promote: a'Good: Lite;. .Do- 
frine, wiuch is according) to Godline,xFims:3 


(24) 
daivucs AicorgNG, 1 Tim. 1. 16, Wholeſome, Sami 
tory Doctrine, ſuch Truths as are Reſtorative 
and Preſcrvatives' of Subſtantial Religion. Un 
neceflary Diſputes, .lofty Speculations, fine, airy 
Deſcants,. and the like ; rhough there may. be 
Truth in them, and proficable. Truth roo 1a its 
kind, yet they are quite out of our way, whoſe 
Buſineſs is to Teach People to hold the Faith in 
a pure. Conſcience. Our Difcourſes therefore, 
arc to be in ſome meaſure or other Practica]; 
and the more Practical our Matter 1s, the .plainer 
our: Method, the caſier our Style, the clearer 
our Expreſſions, the more obvious. our Argy: 
ments,- and the. more ſolid and inſtructive out 
Notions are, the better ſhall we do the parts of 
'/Conſcientious” and Skiltul Preachers, and. the 
more Profitable will our:Diſcourſes be ; witneſs, 
for all,- that-one' Excellent Book, the Whole Dut) 
of Man ; .che Book:thar hath:done fuch :Univer; 
ſal Good in the World ; and that::not only. by 
che'Gravity of the Matcer; bur by tho uſefulhels 
of the Style; the Contexture of that Book, -b 
ingiordered by the:moſt- Pious and Judiciow 
Author {o,/ :xhar-the:whole-is Practical, Plad 
Inviting, Adaptcd to _ Reaſon;: cali 
to be underſtood by Pebple of all Capacitics. 
'\2. :Let us-take heed, Secondly, that our Do- 
Erine be. the Truc and Genuine Doctrine _ . 
wo Goſpel; 


a PP tSnp mix. 


ISS LOHESSEEERS=8aE: 


=] 


= QE =& 8-5 


(25 ) 


s CE Py ans, Hits. 
v | ManyiErvors arc abroad'in''the Warld; which 
) | ke Tamted the Traths of the Goſpel, with a 
© | miianre of Humane Traditions, and: Private 
S | Fabotes.: Fo. keep.our elves and 'our Flocks 
© Þ feminfeftion;-rhele ewo: things, 'in hore, arc 
0 Eripadviteable, © 7 hilt 0007 13000 Okt 
G jr. Eirft, charin:all Points wediligantly'con- 
|; Fikpnnd have jan cope port che Faith 'of che 


maftnPrimicive-Ages. "Thore is'a! conciſe way 


Men 'toremove an Error, and to ifind out 
vcr And whatway isthart? 
1107 gomg'Ito: the Spring, - to-the” He 
io hec gy os | Peadician As, If _ 
would fand-where the fault lyes, when the 'W4- 
adails; ahe readicſt courſe, tis to repair to the 
founrarn,: tozſee whether: the fauls be there ' or 
n_tho Aquwdact ;  ſo-when Truth Hails, or 
becomes uncertain, -the ifureſt way, -isto'go''to 
1t5!Q3ginal, ico the !Goſpel of Chriſt, ant to 
dpoſtolical Tradicion. And certainly, the ber- 
Judgment we ſhalbbe'able to:make in all-ina- 
akab points, - thenearer-we-go to the'Fountajn- 
Had, andthe:more narrowly we bbferve! what 
endition things were in 'Anciently, 'in thoſe 
Qrannelswhich;were-next rothe Fountain. _ 
$00 F IS 
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thiscourſt; bicm.oxdit:and —— 
abundance: of- tinbdppy. Controverſics: | 
have;been;prevented;; which in rheſe latter tim 
have:made ſuch-vaſt diturbances/in the Chunch 
2; Next; tothe:Doctrines of the; Old-Catholig 
Church;;kt us,for God's lake; take:great.heody 
the Do@trine ef:our own Church:in' particaly 
which hath with the greateſt care- followed: th 
Anciet-pattern,., mention this the rather, be. 
cauklome;haye preſumed to repreſerit us to th 
-unthinking, part of, che World, /:as Friendew 


... forms, Foreign, Poctriness +Doctrines brought 


_-hnher,ſomeifram. Rome, others from Irenbpuly 
;An Acuſation full of Uncharitablenefs; and1 
;am-confidenc, of. Falſhood ;-it-bcing inipoſii 
_ thoſe, who; are profeſt Members'ofbi 

Chargh of . England,: and bave often .Sabſcnbil 
.to her;Arcclcs and whole Conſtitution, ton 
.tertain ior, fayour ſuch pernicious-Ergors, wn 
. 9 .t. fuch horrible Hypacriſie,; asnorMan of Ca 


..dor.. and Juſtice will uppoſe, - ſo:many: Guided 


- Souls can- be guilty of. © But ſomerimes/thire! 
no uy age Calumny ; and 'we muſt-et 


cnt. our {{lves wich che Anfiver of a GobdiCa 


ſence. in. ſuch a,caſe. - Neverthelek, -myBr 
, thren,. ris, Prudential; and Neceſlaty!-for s;14 
"keep at a. great: diſtance fron eyery; Opums! 
; Which in the Eyes of diſcerning and good: Ma 
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( 27 } 
fools like: Herecals: atd-nox:19-7cOme wackin 
the: teach of Suſpician:;: for i is\nor.cnongh for 
'usto be Innocent, unleG-we appear io. 
1;To:-conclude;- let us take heed, that our.Do- 
Apt be the True Wordiof Ged; chat jit be,a- 
ble to-che-Senſe of, che Ancient;Churgh, 
where. the Holy Scripture. i 15-not plain ; that 1t 
'bea means co form in Peoples Hearts, thoſe Vir- 
'zues, wherein the, Life and Subſtance of Religi- 
op doth conſt, things whickrare- Honeſt, Juf,. 
Pure, Lovely; and of good Report; /that ivaim 
18&:choſe Virrucs chiefly, which are productive. 
jo many: more ; as, a Devourt Temper, Humili- 
, Charity, Sobriety, and a. peaceable Diſpo-- 
tion 3.thatac help to promote. the, Practice jof 
\thol Dutxs,; wherein- our - Charges. Arc moſt 
ibel igent-and moſt wanting :, Thar ic tend.,$o 
Y: th Publick Good of the:Church and State,. to: 
ml 1which.wc all. bclong; that. ic Teach;People 40. be 
| »pederly, quKt, -and obedient jn, all, chings; law- 
od 5:ful; that ir be nor; make wich any! mean Deſigns | 
rea -:of- our -own, burithat God's: Glory, and:the 
cot 100d of Souls, be the.end of Preaching, doing 
708 work of God; as-Haxh Servants; off God, 
Brj and as in the fighc of God; that our Dodrine 
-44 be deliver'd with Gravit and Zeal, with Meck- 
won} neſs of Spiric, with Sindplicicy of Mind, with: 
Waal Application to thoſe —_ which arc moſt reign- 
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